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From aboard the Van-herring, 


LETTER 


| | ; 
LEGORN, 


Decem. 1. 167 9. 


SIR, 


OU will receive herewith an incredible and unparallel'd 
Relation, which for the {trangeneſs of it may ſeem rather a 
Romance then a Reality. $o it is, that ſundry of our 
Saylors have Capitulated with the Algerines, and conſpired 
together to kill the Captain, to betray the Ship, to make 

prize of the goods, and Slaves of our Perſons. This curſed contrivance 

is wonderfully brought to light by two or three of their own Crew, 
who (touch't with remorſe for ſo Helliſh an Enterprize) have made an 
ingenuous confeſſion of the whole Intrigue. When it was firſt ſug- 

elted and revealed to ſome of our Principal Commanders, they too 
little notice of it. Whether it was from their incredulity, or becauſe 
they themſelves were in the Confederacy, I can't determine. At length 
an honeſt Boatſwaine, being made privy to it, he took the Confelhion 

and the Examination of the firſt Diſcoverer, and carried it to the Ca 
tain and Council of Officers, who ſeemed to be ſtartled at it, but made 
no.grcat haſte to enquire into it. This officiouſneſs of the Boatſwaine 
procur'd him the implacable hatred of the Confpirators ; and _ of 
them 


C23 

them cunningly trepan'd him ( one night ) into one of their Cabbins, 
where they firft ftrangled him, and ther-privately threw him over-board. 
Next day being miſs d,” great enquiry was made after him, and after a 
while his dead Corps was found floating on the Sea. Some very confi- 
dently afttrmed; that m. diſcontent he had drown'd himſelf ; but anon 
tis dead Body beirg more natrowly viewed, it evidently appeared that 
he had been ſtrangled 3 which made all conclude that he was Murthered 
by theſe Confpirators, cither to ſtrjke terrour into others, or to fatisfie 
their own revenge. This wicked AG& had a good effe&t ; his death 
quicken'd and alarum'd the Captain, the Commanders, and the generality 
of the Ghige Company d_ now the Council is call'd togethes ; the 
Diſcoveter 'of the formeiſtiomed Treac gry 1s more- fully Examined. 
He unravels the whote Myſtery, and relates how there were offf board 
the Ship a great. many Maho#etans, and*mungrel Chillſtians, -whiv held 
correſpondence with the chief of Algier : and that their defign was to 
bertay the Ship, to flay or enflave all thoſe that made oppoſition; and 
becauſe they apprehended the Captaiti was not for their turn, to take 
him out of the way. Further, that the Algerizes had promiſed them their 
a\liſtance, to furniſh them with men, amunition and proviſion ; as alſo 
to fffike theit Licuetnatit, Captain, who'was a Mahometan, and true to 
their intergft., He alſo accuſed five great Rogues amongſt us. for having 
a hahd i this Conſpifacy, and who were to be Principal Officers in the 
Ship -upon this Alteration. Several other perſons he named as ative 
managers of this Deviliſh Deſign, and told the very times when, and the 
places where they had their Conſults, for the carrying of it on, and that 
he himſclf had been engaged and employed therein. Hereupon the Cap- 
tain and Council ſeize the: five perſons before mentioned, and ſeveral 
others, and ſecure them in the Hold. 


By this time two or three more of the' Conſpirators began to relent ; 
one of them confeſt the Murther of the Boatſwaine, and tharhe had a 
hand in it. This mightily confirmed the evidence of the firſt Diſco- 
verer, and eonvinced all difintereſted perſons of the reality of the 
Treachery. Whereupon the Diſcoverers ( as there was rcaſon ) being 
. pardoned, ſome few of thoſe who were moſt ative and forward in the 
Plot, and that had a hand in the Boatſwains death, upon a full and fair 
hearing, were condemned and ſentenc'd to death, and accordingly were 
hanged at the Main-yard. Only one of the Criminals (who had under- 
taken, as was clearly prov'd in the judgment of many unbiaiſed perſons . 
who were preſent at the Tryal, to Poyſon the Captain) a Chyrurgions 
Mate, chanc't to be quitted 5 who made haſte (which was his wiſcſt courſe) 
to get a Shore, and was never heard of fnce. | 


The diſcharge of this little Doctor greatly aſtoniſht the Ships-Com- 
pany, and no leſs animated the Confpirators. They preſently give our, 
that there was no ſuch Treacherous defign in hand; that it was only a 
falſe and malicious forgery of two or three perſons whom they loaded 


ſufficiently with Calumnies. And one thing contributed greatly to thuir 
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confidence 3 the Conncil, whileſt they,- were very warm in ſearching 
into this Plot, and bringing the Offenders to condign puniſhment; and 
had declared the Lieutenant by his being a Mahometan, had given life 
toit; I ſay, whilſt they. were thus, buſied, they were broken up by 
the Captain upon ſome difference ariling between them. And though 
to quiet the Saylors he hath, ſummoned them twice 6s thrice ance; - yer 
when the time comes, he either wo'nt let them fit, or diſmilles them 
when they are juſt entered into their debates ; ſuſpeCting that ſome of his 
Council may have ſome private delign of their own. "I 


This proceeding of, the Captains, fills the, Councul-and the whole Ships- 
Company too, with ſtrange fears and SAI. they know agt what 
to think or ſay; but whatſoever the-hmple fort mytter, - the wiler, do 
conclude the Captain is Real and Cordial 1n his proſecution of the Cou- 
ſpirators, _— he hath always profeſſed him(clf robe .a Chriſtian, aud 
the Confpirators have arepprec to take away his Life; as alſo knowing 
that he will not be found qut; of his own Intereſh,- for he-can never, ex- 
pe& a better Command in the Ship than he now hath; apd if they ſhould 
continue him fo, it muſt-be with the Imparing of his. Honour, gnd Cur- 
tailing of his power. And though he wo'nt fuffer the Council to ſit and 
AX, yet he himſelf is active for the prevencing of this Plot. He hath poſted 
many Orders upon the Main-maſt, that all Mahometars ſhall leave the Ship. 
And though none of them tir, yet the reaſon is this, they have great 
Abettors, as the Lieutenant, the Captains Lady, exc. Beſides they have 
a diſpenſation from the Mufti ; and are allowed to conceal their Re- 
ligion; yea in order to the ſaving of themſelves,and carrying on of their 
deſign, to take any Teſts or Oaths that are impoſed upon them. - 


Yet notwithſtanding (which is to me a Myſtery) the Confpirators are 
much emboldened. The other day they had the Confidence to treat 
with ſome of the Diſcoverers to let fall their proſecution, to make a 
Recantation, and promiſed. them grgat gewards for their ſo doing. And 
to invalidate the evidence of the fiſh Difcoverer, they raiſed ſeveral 
Scandals upon him; Yea they had fuborned a Moor that waited upon 
him to ſwear that he would have buggered him in his Cabbin. Nay, they 
had the face to invent and feign a new Plot 3 which was, that the honelt 
Saylors were about to make head againſt the Captain, and to run away 
with the Ship to the Common-wealth of FVexice. The Lieutenant ſent 
one to the Captain with an Information about this Sham-plot z which 
was at firſt believed, but it was ſo ſimply managed, that every Tarpaulirx 
could ſee through it. Whereupon he that was mainly employed 1n the 
carrying of it on, did ingenuouſly acknowledg, that he had abufed 
the honeſt Saylors, impoſed upon the credulous Captain, and that he was 
ſet a work by ſome of the Principal Conſpirators. 


In this diſtreſſed poſture we abide, and ſce no hope of deliverance, 
A day or two a-go, ſome Merchants who have a conliderable adventpre 


aboard the Ship, addreſt themſelves to the Captain, and prayed (in molt 
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humble manner) that he would conſider of the preſent danger they -were 
in, and ſuffer the Council to fit, to find out a way (if it were poſſible) 
tg prevent their utter Ruin. He bad them meddle with what belonged 
to them, they ſhould let him alone to govern'the Ship ; who was as fol- 
licitaas about her ſafety as the beſt. of them all, | 


The $aylors alſo were abqut a Petition to the ſame purpoſe, which 
coming to the Captains ear, he expreſt his diſſike of it, which very much 
ſaddens the hearts of the Saylors. 


I remember how they received. the Captain when he came firſt aboard ; 
they toſt up their Caps, and cryed, God blefs the Captain, wee'l live and 
dye with him, one and all ; one and all, &c. And ſtill they have that 
reſþe& for him, that they vow if he be taken away by any undue means, 
they will revenge his death upon all the Mabometans aboard the Ship. 
And indeed there is no great fear of them : for they are but few in com- 
-pariſon. The great fear 1s that the Algerines, the next fair wind, will 
fall upon us in our Harbour; and to ſpeak the truth, we are but ill pro- 
vided to defend our ſelves. But yet the Ship is as ſtout a Ship as any Sails 
the Seas, -and we are very well mann'd. And the Seamen are full both of 
Rage and Courage; So that if ever they attack us, they may poſſibly 
find hot work of it, and come ſhort home. 


